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In the weeks leading up to the start of the Spring 2021 academic term, 
Merritt College has re-doubled its efforts to support students in the areas 
of registration, counseling, and financial aid. The high point was our 
Express Enrollment event held on Saturday, January 9. Multiple 
departments opened virtually for the day, including: Admissions and 
Records, Financial Aid, Counseling, the Welcome Center, CalWORKs, 
EOPS/CARE, Student Accessibility Services, and Student Activities and 

Campus Life. I am very appreciative of the faculty, administrators, and classified professional staff members 
who took the time to convene on a Saturday and serve close to 100 students. Thank you and please know that 
you are making a difference! 
 
I also want to take a moment to highlight some developments with NextUp. For those 
who may not know, the purpose of NextUp is to provide current and former foster youth 
with support and services that include: help with books and supplies, transportation, 
tutoring, food, and emergency housing. I am encouraged by the strides that NextUp is 
making at Merritt College. Our student enrollment and retention are steadily improving 
and we anticipate having our first NextUp students graduate this spring semester! We are 
also in the process of hiring Next Up Student Ambassadors to manage our social media 
platforms (Instagram, Facebook, Tic Toc, Snap Chat, and Twitter) so that we can 
increase our outreach and visibility. NextUp is also planning a series of workshops in the coming weeks that 
will focus on topics such as Time Management, Financial Literacy, Transfer Readiness, and Self-Care. 
 

And once again we find ourselves in a place of mourning and 
remembrance, as we have lost two more pillars of our community. 
It pains me to share with you that on the morning of January 12, 
2021, we lost Dr. Bill Love. Dr. Love was a monumental figure 
here at Merritt College. He began his career in Peralta close to 
fifty years ago, and was the driving force behind the growth and 
success of the Community Social Services Program (COSER). 
His passion for teaching, commitment to his students, and fearless 

advocacy for the things he believed in are the attributes for which most of us will remember him.  
 

It also has come to my attention that Dr. Cecelia Arrington passed away on December 25, 2020. Dr. Arrington 
came to Merritt College in 1969 to teach Black Studies, which at the time was a ground-breaking academic 
endeavor. Eventually, she became the chair of the Merritt College Ethnic Studies Department, and served in that 
role from 1975 to 2000.  
 

So much more can be said about Dr. Love and Dr. Arrington (as well as Anita Black), and we will recognize 
them all more fully and formally in the days to come.  
	


