
MERRITT COLLEGE LIBRARY
CITATIONS – MLA Format (2021 handbook, 9th ed.)

Useful Formatting Tips:
▪ ARRANGE Works Cited entries in alphabetical order by author’s Last Name (If no author or editor given, alphabetize by Title).
▪ MULTIPLE AUTHORS: 2 Authors: Author #1 Last Name, First Name, and Author #2 First Name Last Name. Ex: Mayr, Gerald and Helena

Klomp; 3+ Authors, give the first author’s name, a comma, and the abbreviation et al. Ex: Johnson, Susan B., et al.
▪ PAGE NUMBERS: For a single page article give the number of the page preceded by a p. Ex. p. 54. For a multi-page article, give the range of

pages preceded by a pp. Ex: pp. 10-21. If an article skips pages, only give the 1st page number with a plus sign. Ex: pp. 12+.
▪ DATES: Dates are formatted as Date Month Year. Access dates are not required but are highly recommended for online sources.
▪ PARAGRAPH STYLE: Use a hanging indentation format for each entry (first line at margin, rest are indented).
▪ PUBLISHERS: Abbreviate publisher names by omitting business legal abbreviations such as Corp. Ltd. or Inc. Abbreviate University with U and

Press with P (only if a University Press). Ex. Random House, Inc = Random House; Academic Press; Oxford University Press = Oxford UP;
University of Iowa Press = U of Iowa P.

▪ SPACING: Double-space the Works Cited list.
▪ URLs vs DOIs: For electronic sources (webpages and database items), you need to give either the source’s DOI or URL in the citation. DOIs are

preferred over URLs, but not every source has a DOI. If using a URL from a database, use the permalink or “share” link, not the URL from the
address bar at the top of the page. In your citation, omit http:// from the URL.

▪ IN-TEXT CITATIONS: When quoting a source, give the author’s last name and the page number for the quote in parenthesis after the quote. Ex.
Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263). Use only the page number in parenthesis
if the author’s name is included in a signal phrase. Ex. Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a “spontaneous overflow of
powerful feelings” (263). When paraphrasing, in-text citations must also be used.

▪ For more details about the MLA 9th edition, refer to the book in the Reference Section at call number Ready Ref LB2369.M52 2021.

SOURCE TYPE DATA AND FORMAT EXAMPLE

ARTICLE FROM

MAGAZINE – IN

PRINT

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Title of
Magazine, Date Month Year of publication, page
numbers.

Alexander, Caroline. "Greece, Gods, and the Great Beyond." National
Geographic, July 2016, pp. 102-21. 

ARTICLE FROM

MAGAZINE –
FROM ONLINE

DATABASE

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Title of
Magazine, volume number, issue number, Date
Month Year of publication, page numbers.
Database Title, Article DOI or URL. Date Month
Year of access.

Fincher, Leta Hong. “Lickety Split.” Mother Jones, vol. 18, no. 4, July
1993, p. 12. Academic Search Complete,
search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=93081
35422&site=ehost-live&scope=site. Accessed 18 May 2022.

ARTICLE FROM

MAGAZINE –
FROM WEBSITE

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Title of
Magazine, Date Month Year of publication, Article
DOI or URL. Date Month Year of access.

Brill, Steven. "Is America Any Safer?" The Atlantic, Sept.
2016, www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2016/09/are-we-any-
safer/492761/. Accessed 30 Aug. 2016. 

ARTICLE FROM

SCHOLARLY

JOURNAL- IN

PRINT

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Title of
Journal, volume number, issue number, year of
publication, page numbers.

Amin, Takiyah N. "Beyond Hierarchy: Reimagining African Diaspora
Dance in Higher Education Curricula." The Black Scholar, vol. 46,
no. 1, 2016, pp. 15-26. 

ARTICLE FROM

SCHOLARLY

JOURNAL – FROM

ONLINE DATABASE

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Title of
Journal, volume number, issue number, Date
Month Year of publication, page numbers.
Database Title. DOI or URL. Date Month Year of
access.

Harper, Kelly L., et al. "Perfectionism and Effort-Related Cardiac
Activity: Do Perfectionists Try Harder?" PLoS One, vol. 11, no. 8,
2 Aug. 2016, p. e0160340. MEDLINE,
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0160340. Accessed 30 Aug. 2016. 

ARTICLE FROM

SCHOLARLY

JOURNAL – FROM

WEBSITE

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title
of Journal, volume number, issue number, Date
Month Year of publication, page numbers if
available, DOI or URL. Date Month Year of
access.

Kolioulis, Alessio. "Borderlands: Dub Techno’s Hauntological Politics
of Acoustic Ecology." Dancecult: Journal of Electronic Dance
Music Culture, vol. 7, no. 2, 2015, pp. 64-85,
dj.dancecult.net/index.php/dancecult/article/view/686. Accessed 31
Aug. 2016. 

ARTICLE FROM

NEWSPAPER –
FROM ONLINE

DATABASE

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Title of
Newspaper, Date Month Year of publication,
section, page numbers. Database Title, DOI or
URL. Date Month Year of access.

Schmemann, Serge. "The Information War in Ukraine Is Far From Over."
New York Times, 6 May 2022, p. A26(L). Gale OneFile: News,
link.gale.com/apps/doc/A702621489/STND?u=merrittcoll&sid=bo
okmark-STND&xid=08d93c6c. Accessed 18 May 2022.

ARTICLE FROM

NEWSPAPER –
FROM WEBSITE

Cite articles on News websites like NYTimes.com or BBC News as webpages
Use citation format for WEBPAGE (NON-PERIODICAL, INCLUDING BLOG POSTS)

Adapted from: the Contra Costa College Library & MLA Handbook. 9th ed., Modern Language Association of America, 2021.MLA9thEd 9/12/23 AS



SOURCE TYPE DATA AND FORMAT EXAMPLE

BOOK IN PRINT Author Last Name, First Name. Book Title. Publisher,
year of publication.

Desmond, Matthew. Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City.
Crown, 2016.

BOOK OF ESSAYS

- WITH EDITOR

Editor Last Name, First Name, editor. Book Title.
Publisher, year of publication. Series name if
given.

Merino, Noël, editor. Death Penalty. Greenhaven, 2015. Current
Controversies.

BOOK OF ESSAYS

– CITING ONE

ESSAY WITHIN

THE BOOK

Author Last Name, First Name. "Essay Title." Book
Title. edited by Editor First Name, Last Name,
Publisher, year of publication, page numbers.
Series name if given.

Williams, Richard. "The Death Penalty Is an Effective
Punishment." Death Penalty, edited by Noël Merino, Greenhaven,
2015, pp. 49-52. Current Controversies. 

BOOK OF ESSAYS

– CITING ONE

ESSAY WITHIN

THE BOOK –
FROM ONLINE

DATABASE

Author Last Name, First Name. "Essay Title." Title of
Book. edited by Editor First Name, Last Name,
Publisher, Year of publication, page numbers if
given. Database Title, URL. Date Month Year of
access.

Graydon, Shari. "The Pursuit of Beauty Is Harmful." The Culture of
Beauty, edited by Louise I. Gerdes, Greenhaven, 2013. Opposing
Viewpoints in Context, 0- c.galegroup.com.library.4cd.edu/ ic/ovic/
ViewpointsDetailsPage. Accessed 7 Sept. 2016.

EBOOK - FROM

ONLINE DATABASE

Author Last Name, First Name. Book Title. Publisher,
Year of publication. Database Title, URL. Date
Month Year of access.

Lampinen, James Michael, and Denise R. Beike. The Psych 101 Series:
Memory 101. Springer, 2014. ebrary,
0-site.ebrary.com.library.4cd.edu/lib/contracosta/detail.action?docI
D=10992778. Accessed 6 Sept. 2016.

ENCYCLOPEDIA/
REFERENCE

ARTICLE – FROM

ONLINE DATABASE

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title."
Encyclopedia Title, Edition number if given or
year ed., volume number, Publisher, Year of
publication if not in edition number, page
numbers. Database Title, URL. Total number of
volumes for multivolume works. Date Month Year
of access.

Newton, David E. "Plastics." Environmental Encyclopedia, 4th ed., vol.
2, Gale, 2011, pp. 1294-96. Gale Virtual Reference Library,
go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?p=GVRL&sw=w&u=cclc_contra&v=2.
1&id=GALE%7CCX1918701156&it. 2 vols. Accessed 7 Sept.
2016.

PERSONAL

INTERVIEW

Last Name, First Name of person interviewed. Kind of
interview (personal, telephone, email,
videoconference). Date Month Year of interview.

Flum, Judith. Telephone Interview. 7 Sept. 2016.

PODCAST EPISODE Narrator Last Name, First Name, narrator or host. “Title
of Episode.” Podcast Title, season number,
episode number, episode published date or
copyright date, URL.

Gladwell, Malcolm, narrator. “The Lady Vanishes.” Revisionist History,
season 1, episode 1, Slate Group, 2016,
revisionisthistory.com/seasons?selected=season-1.

SONG Artist Last Name, First Name. “Song Title.” Album Title,
Recording Publisher, Year Published. Streaming
Service, URL.

Morris, Rae. “Skin.” Cold, Atlantic Records, 2014. Spotify,
open.spotify.com/track/0OPES3Tw5r86O6fudK8gxi.

VIDEO

RECORDING -
FROM ONLINE

DATABASE

Director’s Last Name, First Name (if given), director.
Video Title. Studio or Distribution Group Name,
year of release. Database Title, URL. Date Month
Year of access.

Gaviria, Marcela, director. Chasing Heroin. PBS, 2016. Films on
Demand, 0-fod.infobase.com.library.4cd.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?
wID=19009&xtid=42052. Accessed 13 Sept. 2016.

VIDEO CLIP

(YOUTUBE)
“Title of Video Clip.” Name of the Website, uploaded by

Uploader’s Group or Last Name, Uploader’s First
Name, Date Month Year of upload, URL. Date
Month Year of access.

"Cats vs Zombies." YouTube, uploaded by Mr. TVCow, 10 Sept. 2015,
youtu.be/bcENL_Vdoqw. Accessed 13 Sept. 2016.

WEBPAGE

(NON-PERIODICAL

OR BLOG

POSTING)

Author Last Name, First Name if available. “Title of
Web Page.” Full Name of Web Site, Publisher or
sponsor (if same as Name of Web Site leave
blank), Date Month Year of posting/Last revision,
URL, Date Month Year of access.

"What Is Breast Cancer?" American Cancer Society, 18 Aug. 2016,
www.cancer.org/cancer/breastcancer/detailedguide/breast-cancer-w
hat-is-breast-cancer. Accessed 7 Sept. 2016.


