
C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 2

Commencement
 

May 28, 2022 | 1:00PM
OAKLAND, CA

67TH

Merritt College
We change lives! 



PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Honorable Cynthia Napoli-Abella Reiss, Ph.D……………….…………...Board President --Area 5
Honorable Nicky Gonzlez Yuen, Ph.D………………………...…… Board Vice President --Area 4
Honorable Bill Withrow, MBA, …………………………………...…………………..Trustee – Area 1
Honorable Kevin Jenkins, M.P.A…………….………………………………………Trustee – Area 2
Honorable Linda Handy, M.S…………………………………………………………Trustee – Area 3
Honorable Dyana Marie Delfin Polk, M.P.P………………….……………………..Trustee – Area 6
Honorable Julina Bonilla, B.A………………………………………...………………Trustee – Area 7
Micah Cooper………………………………………………………..............…………Student Trustee
Leesa Hogan……………………………………………………………………………Student Trustee

 
DISTRICT OFFICE ADMINISTRATION

Jannett Jackson, Ed.D…………………...………………………………………….Interim Chancellor
Royl Roberts, J.D………………….……Interim Chief of Staff, Special Assistant to the Chancellor
Ronald McKinley, Ed.D..Interim Vice Chancellor of Human Resources and Employee Relations
Stephanie Droker, Ed.D……….………… Interim Deputy Chancellor and Chief Operating Officer
Adil Ahmed………………………..………..Interim Vice Chancellor of Finance and Administration
Atheria Smith. M.B.A.......………………..…………...Interim Vice Chancellor of General Services
Antoine Mehouelley……........................…….Chief Technology and Information Systems Officer
Timothy Thomas……………………..……………………………….………Director of Public Safety
Mark Johnson…………….Executive Director, Marketing, Communications, and Public Relations

MERRITT COLLEGE ADMINISTRATION
David M. Johnson, Ph.D………………………………………………….....………College President
Denise Richardson, Ed.D……………………….………............………Vice President of Instruction
Lilia Chavez, Ed.D……………………………………….……….Vice President of Student Services
Garth Kweicen, M.B.A………………………………...….Vice President of Administration Services
Marie Amboy, M.P.A…………………………....Dean of Applied Science and Applied Technology
Chriss Foster, Ph.D…………………………………….…Dean of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
Doris Hankins, M.B.C…….…………………………Director of Student Activities and Campus Life
Jason Holloway, M.S………………….....Dean of Mathematics, Science and Applied Technology
Nathan Pellegrin, M.S……………………………....……………Director of Research and Planning
Ree’shemah Thornton, M.A……………………....……………….Dean of Enrollment Management
Lisa Webb, Ed.D………………………………..……Dean of Counseling, Equity and Achievement



MERRITT COLLEGE

 
Class of 2022

Commencement
Ceremony

 



Merritt College opened its doors in 1953 and today remains the heart of a
thriving, diverse community where students of all ages and backgrounds can
obtain a quality education at a very affordable price. Whether you want to get
an associate degree, transfer to a four-year college or university, update
your job skills, find a new career, or take a class just for personal
enrichment, Merritt College is the place to be!

“We Change Lives”

Merritt College
We change lives!



On behalf of the Merritt College faculty, professional staff, and administration, it is my
great honor and privilege to recognize and commend the Merritt College Graduating
Class of 2022! We join your family, friends, and loved ones in expressing our pride and
admiration for the work you have done to achieve this amazing accomplishment. And that
you did it under such challenging and unprecedented circumstances is even more
impressive.

As you leave Merritt College and begin the next step of your journey, please know that
you are prepared to contend with and surmount any and every obstacle placed in your
path. With your knowledge, skills, and talents I know that you will meet the mark, and be
the leaders that your community, this nation, and the world need you to be! So please
take a moment to bask in your achievement and partake in some celebratory fun. You
have earned it. But also remember that this is not the end of your journey. Great tasks
and achievements still await you, so run headlong toward them and accomplish all that
your mind conceives and your heart desires.

So once again I say Congratulations Merritt College Class of 2022! You did it!!!
 

David M. Johnson, Ph.D. 
President
Merritt College

MERRITT - COLLEGE
 

Office of the President
 

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT JOHNSON
 



¨ Commencement Program ¨
 

Theme: Back To Your Future 
 

May 26, 2022
 

“Pomp and Circumstance”(Song)
 

Presiding Official
Lilia Chavez, Ed.D., Vice President of Student Services, Merritt College

 
National Anthem
Ms. Jeretha Miller)

 
Keynote Address

Loren Taylor, M.B.A, Oakland City Councilmember, District 6
 

Greetings:
Cindi Napoli-Abella Reiss, Ed.D., Board of Trustees President, Peralta Community

College District Jannett Jackson, Ed.D., Interim Chancellor, Peralta Community College
District. Thomas Renbarger, Ph.D., Academic Senate President

Tachetta Henry, A.A., Classified Senate President
Leesa Hogan, Peralta Student Trustee and Associated Students of Merritt College

 
 

David M. Johnson, Ph.D., President, Merritt College
Denise C. Richardson, Ed.D. Vice President of Instruction, Merritt College 

Lilia Chavez, Ed.D. Vice President of Student Services, Merritt College 
David M. Johnson, Ph.D., President, Merritt College

 
Recognition of Valedictorians

Denise C. Richardson, Ed.D., Vice President of Instruction, Merritt College
 

2022 Valedictorians
Jacqueline Danielle Hammoude, Hailey Herring-Newboun, Darlene Arevalo, Atefehsadat
Eftekhari, Helen Elizabeth Jolley, Michele Elaine Lee, Tsering Lhamo, Jacqueline Lowe,

Cynthia Anne Merriman, Sean Noriega, Sah'Moah R. Parks, Tatiana Redko, Divina Elena
Rivas, Jessica Rodriguez, Leslie Nicole Roofener Pamela J. Samuels, Tome Tavares,

Yared Yemane
 



2022 Salutatorians
Samia Chafa, Mesfin Kebede Benessa Ann Freddie

 
Valedictorian Student Speech

Pamela Samuels, Valedictorian and Phi Theta Kappa President
 

President’s Medallion Award
Sabrina Sablan

 
Conferring of Degrees

Denise C. Richardson, Ed.D. Vice President of Instruction, Merritt College
David M. Johnson, Ph.D. President, Merritt College

 
Closing Remarks

Lilia Chavez, Ed.D. Vice President of Student Services, Merritt College
 



COMMENCEMENT REGALIA
 

The colorful attire worn by the graduates, the faculty and officers of the college on the occasion of these
Commencement Exercises has historic roots in medieval times. Dressed in cap and gown, the graduates

and their professors form part of a long tradition that dates back to the 12th and 13th centuries, when
universities were taking form. The ordinary dress of the scholar, whether student or teacher, was the dress
of a cleric. The gown seems to be an adaptation of the robe of a friar or priest; the hood, of the monk’s or

friar’s cowl; and the mortarboard cap of today, the end product of curious evaluation, recalls the skull cap of
days when tonsured heads needed protection against the drafts of medieval classrooms.

 

European institutions have always had great diversity in their specifications of academic dress and this has
been a source of confusion. In contrast, American colleges and universities opted for a definite system that
all might follow. A Commission met at Columbia University in 1895 and adopted a code of academic dress,
which besides regulating the cut and style and materials of the gowns, prescribed the colors, which were to

represent the different fields of learning.
 

The Gown. The three types of degrees each have a different style gown. Bachelor's gowns have pointed
sleeves, and are worn closed. Master's gowns have oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, with the base hanging
down, and rear part of the oblong cut square while the front arc cuts away. These robes have fasteners so
they can be worn open or closed. Doctoral gowns have bell-shaped sleeves, also designed with fasteners
so it is worn closed or opened. The doctoral gowns also have velvet panels down the front and three bars

of velvet on the sleeves.
 

The Gown
 

All three gowns are usually black. However, some institutions use the colors of the colleges and
universities. The color and material of the panels and sleeve bars vary in order to indicate the field of

learning in which the wearer’s degree was granted; dark blue for Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.); light blue for
Education (Ed.D.); white for Arts and Letters (D.Litt.); gold yellow for Science (D.Sc.); orange for

Engineering (Ph.D.); purple for Law (LL., J.D., J.S.D., D.C.L.); green for Medicine (M.D.); scarlet for
Theology (S.T.D., D.D.).

 

The Hood
 

Academic Hoods are black and made from the same fabric as the gown. Hoods vary in depending on the
degree and may range from three feet to four feet. The doctoral hood is wider and is lined with college or
university colors. They typically have one field color and one chevron color, though sometimes there are

school specific variations. The edge of the hoods are velvet and in the color of the degree subject.
The colors follow the same schedule indicated above for the panels of the doctor’s gown – white for Arts,
gold-yellow for Science, olive-drab for Business, salmon for Public Health and Hospital Services, sage-

green for Health Systems Leadership, apricot for Nursing, peacock blue for Public Administration, rose for
Social Science, and so forth.



A number of other items such as cords, stoles, or aiguillettes representing various academic achievements
or other honors are also worn at the discretion of some degree-granting institutions.

 

The Cap
 

Headwear is an important component of cap-and gown, and the academic costume is not complete without
it. The headwear will vary with the level of academic achievement and, to some extent, on the individual
academic institution's specifications. The mortarboard material matches the gown and has become the
universally accepted style in United States colleges and universities. Mortarboards have four sides, and

typically have a tassel with a single button at the top, usually in the color of the degree-granting institution.
 

The exception—velvet—is reserved for the doctor's degree only, seen in the form of a four, six or eight
multiple-sided tam. The tassel worn on the mortarboard or a tam seems to provide, by tradition, the
greatest opportunity for latitude in American academic dress. It has been black, or represented the

college’s or university's colors, or the discipline. The tassel has also been used to indicate membership in
national honor societies or other awards. There is at some colleges and universities a practice of moving

the tassel from one side to the other upon graduating. For doctoral and masters students, the tassel
commonly begins and remains on the left.

 
 



Samuel Poku Appiah
Natoya Fatima Brice-Jefferson

Kyra Maleah Cerda
Chelsea Decana
Brenda Escobar

Benessa Ann Freddie
Lilian Garcia-Tista

Grace Christine Garner
Aleasha Nadine Greer
Ashley Nicole Jones

Mesfin Kebede
Lucas Jon Lam

Jacqueline Lowe
Christina Lozano

Jesus Eduardo Medina Sanchez
Cynthia Anne Merriman

Rafael Navarro
Sean Noriega
Athena Poloai

Marketa Povova
Jessica Rinaldi
Sabrina Sablan

Pamela J. Samuels
Wendy Segura
Odith Joy Seith
Vonya Shumate

Oyiye-Princess Faithful Uwakwe
Maria G. Valencia

Brenda Abigail Zamora Orellana



QUOTES FROM THE CLASS OF 2022! 

Thank you so much for loving me and supporting me through my college years. I couldn’t
have done it without you, and I love you all so much! -Buthaina Abdo

It is all about your happiness. Choose a degree where you will find yourself happy
everyday to work in that specific field, not just for the title. -Munirah Alatuali

I would like to say to our future graduates anything is possible when you striving . It may
become difficult or dem a little overwhelming at times because of the obstacles can
sometimes throw you . I would say be determined , work hard and and never give on your
dreams to be who you desire . I give great thanks to all my Merritt College family. Ron
Nelson , my counselor he’s been a outstanding anchor , support and coach throughout
my journey. -Katherine Ammons

"To my son and family, si se pudo!
¡Gracias por ser siempre mi fortaleza, mi motivación! (Daniel Habif) -Darlene Arevalo

Whether this is the end of your academic journey or a stepping stone, the best thing you
can do is to show up for yourself everyday, be the best you can be and give yourself
grace. - Zina Blackwood

I want to thank God for making this day come true. I thank my mother and family, church
family, Mr. Adams, EOPS staff, Professor Hilary Altman, Mr. Ron Nelson, Ms. Tauheeda
Anderson, and other staff supported me through this journey of success. To the class of
2022, enjoy the moment you work hard for and believe in the beauty of your dreams. 
- Verna M.Brown

I want people to know that It’s never too late to go after your passions. Always go for
what you know and trust your gut. I want to send a special thank you to my friends,
family, and support people who have helped guide me through my educational journey by
supporting me with love, unconditional compassion, and constructive criticism. I would not
have been able to do any of this without your love and support. 
- Davon Marshaun Crawford

Sin perseverancia no hay triunfos!! El que de verdad quiere puede, vamos adelante
ganador no te rindas y lograras lo que te prepongas en la vida!!
Agradezco con el corazón a mis dos hijas y esposo por el apoyo y paciencia
incondicional y también a mis profesoras que sin ellas esto no sería posible.
- Brenda Gomez Sedano

I want to express my gratitude to the professors of the Landscape Architecture
department. Their dedication and commitment to providing each student with current,
relevant, and practical coursework is what makes this program so great and has earned it
the reputation of being top notch. I am proud to be one of their graduates!
- Kristina Henricksen



DEGREES 
& CERTIFICATES

Candidates for

Class of 2021



Associate in Arts
 

Accounting
Gabriel Saint John Browne

Thomas Davis **
Chelsea Decena Drescher

Fanné Joella Dutton *
Ola Fayad ***

Jade Monae Hershey Brown
Michael Hong

Araceli Ambriz Hughes
Della Keller
Zhihao Liu

Mohamad Zein Nattouf ***
Rafael Navarro ***

Jiaming Ou *
Arron M. Pelto **
Yakub Shifferaw

Maria Vaca *
 

Administration of Justice:
Corrections

Philip Andrew Roza
 

Administration of Justice: Police
Science

Thuan Hong
Alyssia Nichelle Jones

Philip Andrew Roza
 

Administrative Assistant 
Veronica Castillo

Martin Raymond Gasca **
 

African-American Studies
DaMarea Anthony L.C. Fort 

Michaela Franklin 
Dejah Renee Hamilton

Jasmine Hudson
Mark Anthony Palmore II
Janell Christine Warren

 

Business Administration 
Gabriel Saint John Browne

Daniel Naylon Butler **
Thomas Davis **

Aladin Dizdarevic ***
Fanné  Joella Dutton *

Ola Fayad
Jade Monae Hershey Brown

Nikia Hopkins
Araceli Ambriz Hughes

Yessenia Menjivar *
Mohamad Zein Nattouf ***

Rafael Navarro ***
Linh Ngoc Mai Nguyen **

Jiaming Ou *
Arron M. Pelto **

Lisa E. Reed
Yakub Shifferaw

 
Child Development

Nabateh Ahmed
Munirah Alatuali *

Munirah Gaifah Alatuali *
Zhaomin Liu

Dyana Lydia Arteaga
Ayman Badr

Alexandra Barquin *
Samia Chafa ***
Maribeth Chao

Mu Da *
Anastasia Forte
Jessica Garcia

Graciela Hernandez Zaldivar
Thamilini Kamalraj
Gwenyth Knudsen

Lixia Liu **
Carmen Madrid

Bailey Elaine Marie Moore **
Laura Moreno

Kyle Brendan Bryan Neptune-Salisbury
Thien Thi Nguyen **



Alma Piedras Mejia *
Angelina Rojas **

Linda Roman
Hayat Saad 

Malika Tiguercha
Eman Al Sarari **

Laura Elena Moreno
Tina L. Williams

Yan Yi Wong
Xueyou Yang

 
Community Social Services:

Substance Abuse
Toni Linda Cobbs-Triplett

Lakeisha Dawkins
Anewmay Ajanique Douglas

Matthew Grisso *
Anna Jackson *

Lynnette Meredith
Lynnette Meredith-Robinson

Melvin James Vierra Jr.
 

Economics
Gabriel Saint John Browne

Thomas Davis **
Chelsea Decena Drescher

Fanné  Joella Dutton *
Sonya Denise Merritt

Rafael Navarro ***
Jiaming Ou *

Arron M. Pelto **
 

General Business
Dakota Shawn Blair ***
Daniel Naylon Butler **

Sabrina Sablan ***
Michelle Cherie Sanders

Tira Ward
 

Landscape Architecture
Chengling Chan ***

Alissa Michelle Kaufmann ***
Lindsay Olney-Bell **
Rebecca Ann Perrine
Kathryn Elyse Small **
Eve Marilyn Wheatley

Eve Wheatley ***
Hayley Delaney **

Kristina Renee Henricksen **
Jessica McGuire *

Hannah Jane Piette **
Ona Miele Seney 

 
Liberal Arts: Arts and Humanities

Maria Mora
Sah'Moah R. Parks ***

 
Paralegal Studies

Jose Gustavo Campos-Salguero
Rosario M. Harriswatson

Rikki Rene Hopper *
Idowu Koyejo

Meike Matarazzo
Marina Payton 

Olga Ivana Perez **
Carmon Earl Warren
Eszter Winkelmayer

Kia Xiong
 

Real Estate
Laura Melinda Bloom *

Julia Chernova ***
Aladin Dizdarevic ***
Terri Lynne Kaley **

Joachim M. Mulamba *
Robert Earl Owens
Tatiana Redko ***

Jacqueline Saravia **
Trina Lorraine Talton *

Belinda Sherray Williams
Connie Yu ***

Kieana F. Foster



Bryanna Naylor-Bradley 
Keziah Joy Phoenix

Jazz X. Powell-Loggins
 

Social and Behavioral Sciences
Luis Ayala

Jaenie-Rae G. Bello *
Verma M. Brown **

Gabriel Saint John Browne
Isaiah Campbell

Yolanda Marie Burns *
Kyara Maleah Cerda **
Cristina Jesse Coffey 

Anthony Davila 
Thomas Davis **

Jahzeel Doe Parker
Chelsea Decena Drescher

Fanné  Joella Dutton *
Andres Echeandia *

Grace Christine Garner ***
Jasmine Jada Janay Green

Noah Hinkston
Tony Hsieh **
Meisi Huo *
Della Keller

Patrick D. Kennedy *
Summer Bree Little Cloud **

Christina Lozano **
Olga G. Martinez-New

Jalyssa Mason
Karin Siomara Mazariegos *

Anaya McFadden 
Linh Ngoc Mai Nguyen **

Arron M. Pelto **
Leticia Preciado

Angelina Acacia Prophette *
Dominique Donae Ringgold-Lowery 

Crystal Sanchez *
Crystal Sanchez

Jawana Jocquin Smith

Kailey Stallmeyer *
Oanh Thi Trinh 

Yordanos Ogbazghi Tseggai ***
Oyiye-Princess Faithful Uwakwe

Ebony Princess Walton
Da'Janique White 

Chalysa L. Williams
Pavianna Wilson *

Kia Xiong
Yared Yemane ***

Semayat Yohanes *
Tengxian Zhao **

Briana Nashell Zinnerman
 

Associate in Arts for Transfer
 

Administration of Justice
Alondra Guerra *

 
Anthropology

Nimrod Jamont Admin Cain Jr. *
Jacqueline Danielle Hammoude ***

 
Communication Studies
Adham Motea Alaskari *

Asiah Imani Blanks *
Marinna Mendes Brennan ***

Jasmin Marie Estrada *
Ashley Nichelle Hollis Jones

Alexa Moise
Jennifer Ozuna-Juarez

Manuel Preciado *
Joel Rosado 

Pamela J. Samuels ***
Jenny Vo *
Nia Webber
Psychology

Autumm Mi'lana Joi Brown
Verna M. Brown

Rosa Castillo
 



Markus Terrell Clayton **
Kellsea Angnes Lee Clyde

Tobias Kalea Cochran *
Briana Dunn

Brenda Escobar **
Antonio Grant II

Tamelah Hardley
Tamelah Tenzia Hardley 

Nia Michelle Johnson
Lauren Lee *

Asia Danae Lewis *
Kimberly Lewis **

Jacqueline Lowe ***
Olga G. Martinez-New

Jesus Medina Sanchez ***
Jesus Eduardo Medina-Sanchez ***

Gabriela Mendez Garcia
Sah'Moah R. Parks ***
Divina Elena Rivas ***
Jessica Rodriguez ***
Coline Marie Tuminaro
Samantha Thida Vaing

Adrian Wycoff *
Kia Xiong

 
Sociology

Sarai Ashley *
Cristina Jesse Coffey 
Belize B Gonden-Cruz

Jacqueline Danielle Hammoude ***
Peace Harmony *
Auliya M. Hughes
A'Lazia N. Lewis *

Jessica Rodriguez ***
Mayra Atziri Sanchez-Quintana **

Vonya Shumate 
Marlene Silva 

Rosa Guadalupe Velasquez
Ebony Princess Walton

Associate in Science
 

Application Security
Batkhuu Batsaikhan **

Hugo Israel Jeronimo Pablo
Sean Noriega ***
Wendy Segura ***

Aboubacar Uwiragiye *
Andrew Yuen *

 
Fire Technology

Charles Milton Carter
Jorge Cervantes **
Keith Evans Jr. **
Taylor Richard **

Amber Courtney Wilson
 

Health Sciences
Alisi Ika

Farm Saephan
Wanda Michell Mendoza Amador

Maribel Matias
Mira Saleh Algabri

Kingsley Amenaghawon
Darlene Arevalo ***

De'Janae Bates
David Alexander Beauford Sr. 

Jaenie-Rae G. Bello *
Zina L. Blackwood ***
Davion Keith Bland

Asia Brooks
Yazmin Guadalupe Buenrostro *

Yolanda Marie Burns *
Raquel Rosalima Cabrera-Gomez *

Sara Cardenas 
Sara Elizabeth Cardenas 

April Snowsonja-Mae Carr *
Anabel Casillas **

Martha Chavez Gomez
Erika Yen Chui *
James Cobb Jr.

Carmen D. Cortes *



Davon Marshaun Crawford **
Adriana Cruz **

Catherine. Crystal ***
Mohammed Dalvi *

Rollen Davis 
Pema Dolma Dekang ***
Precious Del Rosario *

Rajni Disabar *
Miriam Dominguez Ortega

Andres Echeandia *
Atefehsadat Eftekhari ***

Ariana Renay Elder
Leslie Ann Enerio ***

Alana Germaine Engalla
Leora Jewel Engel Sieux

Yodit Mahari Feshazein Tasfazgi 
Sione Omeli Fili 

Laura R. Franco Romero
Benessa Ann Freddie ***

Jackeline Fregoso
Kathleen M Gallipeau *
Cynthia Aracelis Garcia 
Ed'lajae Unique Gatlin *

Rhoda Yei Gborie
Salma Araceli Gomez Fuentes ***

Aleasha Nadine Greer **
Amelia Patimasang Harmon *

Robin Harris
Roshonda Denise Harris

Brenda Berenice Hernandez *
Wafa Homran

Ornimie Osiayemie Idornigie **
Kailin Ivey

Halie James
Gabriela Jasso *

Tiffany Kristal Johnson **
Stephanie R. Johnson-Decker ***

Ashley Nicole Jones ***
Henri Machelle Keeling 

Patrick Kennedy *
Riga Kham **

Sarah Ashlee Kramm ***
Tsering Lhamo ***
Xingying Liang ***

Sarai Lima Guadron ***
Robyn S. London

Jessica Concepcion Lopez-Cordova
Tsa Hua Lu

Tsai Hua Lu. 
Alexis Magallanes ***

Priscilla Magana *
Yesica Martin Pablo *

Ricardo Martinez
Karin Siomara Mazariegos *

Juana Lorenzo Mendoza 
Kimberly Miranda Camarillo

Fazeel Mohammed
Anieya Dae'TaugnMarie Moore

Yasmin Marie Moran **
Taujane Moss ***

Ana Muniz *
Ja Seng Nan **

Evelyn Okwori **
Griselda Carolina Olivares *

Rocio Fernanda Orieta **
Cristopher Emmanuel Pecot-Kirkpatrick

Michael George Pecot-Kirkpatrick
Cindy Pham

Trang Minh Phan ***
Athena Poloai

Athena Poloai ***
Maria Fatima Ponce 

Angelina Acacia Prophette
Alice Rice-Mello

Mayra Rios Trujillo
Andrea Robles

Vanessa Rodriguez **
Karina Ruelas ***

Jasmin Sanchez Hernandez ***
Jacqueline Saravia **

Sabeen Shahzad
Melissa Ann Slaughter

 



Danielle Smith 
Liakenna Asheley Sok *

Nicole Soriano **
Nicole Grace Soriano **

Kailey Stallmeyer *
Alaysia Jameise Teague 

Whitney K. Thomas
Dao Tran *

Tofa Katalina Vailea
Diana Velazquez

Alicia Ventura 
Itzail Ventura Barragan *

Noreen Q. Villaruel **
Phung Thi-Kim Vo

Riana N. Watts
Pavianna Wilson *

Vanessa Wu **
Tenzin Yangchen *

Yodit Yishak ***
Safiyah Zaidan

Eric Zaragoza Marquez
 

Infrastructure Security
Batkhuu Batsaikhan **

Aaron Kham Chanthavong **
Nelson E. Enriquez **

Musie Fessahaie Gherzghir *
Mussie Gherzghir *
Mesfin Kebede ***

Khadeeja Faith Sakho *
 

Intermediate Landscape Design and
Construction

Julia Frances Herring ***
 

Landscape Architecture
Hailey Herring-Newboun

 
Landscape Design and Construction

Michele Elaine Lee ***
 

Mathematics
Helen Elizabeth Jolley ***

Shauna Watson **
 

Natural Sciences
Samantha Elizabeth Castellanos **

Amelia Patimasang Harmon *
Whish Karliner **
Toan D. Lam ***

Bobby Jean Larranaga **
Iris Angelica Martin Mendoza
Cynthia Anne Merriman *** 

Chelsey Ortiz
Leslie Nicole Roofener ***

Odith Joy Seith **
Cindy Tajtaj

Cindy Elizabeth Tajtaj **
Rasila Thapa *

Ricy Francesco Townsend ***
Lauren Wilkinson **

Isaiah Yazzie *
 

Nursing (ADN)
Muzhda Arakozie
Janet Barraza *

Manna Tekie Berhe **
Natoya Fatima Brice-Jefferson *

Alyssa S.S Cano 
Jana Cassell

D-Wana Crystal Chaney
Lisette Chavez **

Mohammed Dalvi *
Anna Victoria Dela Cruz **

Iris Marie Fitzpatrick *
Caitlin Flore *

Garrett Joseph Gomes
Janet Yvette Guizar **

Hay Man Hnin
Hong Huynh *

Ornimie Osiayemie Idornigie **
Gina Renee Johnson **



Hilina A. Kebede **
Maggie Healy MacRae **

Manual Maravilla
Joel Ramos Muniz ***

Angelina Linh Nguyen **
Kevin Nguyen 

Daniel Obonyo Ofwono 
Sonia Padilla Castillo

Thu Thi Phan **
Trang Minh Phan ***
Marketa Povova **
Kellene Risslen **

Rehan Siddique ***
Sunbun Tibayan *

Le Tram
Gizem Irem Urak **

Natalie Vasquez
Faith Veloria

Mellisa Villacarte *
Lhekpa Wangmo **

 
Nutrition & Dietetics

Jessica Rinaldi **
 

Radiologic Science
Neway Afardew **

Maggie Darlyn Aires ***
Maggie Darlyn Aires

Shelby Allen **
Daniel Chinn ***
James Choyce *
Michael Chung *

Mariana Esparaz *
Edgar Estrada **

Mark D. Jackson **
Enrico Maglaya 

Juvy Manansala **
Ros Reaksmey *

Manuel Chavez Romero ***
Rathdavon Saysombath ***

Tome Tavares ***
Sanny Truong ***

Melissa Vega ***
Ryan Ventura **
Amber Webb ***

 
Associate in Science for Transfer

 
Administration of Justice

Guadalupe A. Arcega
Catia A. Avila 

Devynai Marschai Crowder
Joanna Estrada 

Gisell Hernandez Noyola
Giselle Hernandez Noyola

Fnu Ishu Kumar **
Shayanna S. Love *

Maria Montoya
Junovem Artem Blanco Obiacoro **

Lizbet Ramirez *
Jennifer De Jesus Villalobos **

Da'Janique White 
Tiffany Yan

Angel Zarate **
 

Anthropology
Jacqueline Hammoude ***

 
Business Administration
Beserat Andemariana **

Gabriel Saint John Browne
Rashard Ahman Bush 

Maxwell G. Crookston ***
Thomas Davis **

Jade Monae Hershey-Brown 
Michael Hong ***

Lucas Jon Lam ***
Yessenia Menjivar *

Linh Ngoc Mai Nguyen **
Vinh Nguyen **

Mark VanMinh Nguyen Jr. ***
Sergio Perez Lopez ***

Lisa E. Reed
Mauricio Ernesto Serrano



Jordan Washington ***
Jasmine Wilson *

 
Early Childhood Education

Sara Rebecca Alvarez
Dahbia Bouaoud *

Angelica Maryela Gomez-Mendez *
Elise Luna**

Tiamoriah Gusman
Jalyssa Mason

Kyle Brendan Bryan Neptune-Salisbury
Christina Erica Williams

Xueyou Yang
 

Mathematics
Samuel Poku Appiah ***

 
Psychology

Aaliyah Berrow 
Tina Ho **

Marlene Silva 
 

Sociology
Rosa Castillo

Jacqueline Hammoude ***
 

Certificate of Achievement
 

Accounting
Chelsea Decena Drescher

 
Administration of Justice:

Corrections
Katana Barnes

Kashaka Garrett
 

Administration of Justice: Police
Science

Thuan Hong
 

Administrative Medical Assisting
Kia Xiong

 

Application Security
Simon Huang

Irfan Nisar
 

Basic Landscape Horticulture
Troy Horton 

Michelle Rostampour
Corey Sanford

Dale Trunk
 

Business Management
Michael Luethy

 
Child Development: Assistant

Teacher
Diba Tookhy

 
Child Development: Associate

Teacher 
Floralba Gomez

Ma. Asuncion Lomeli Ochoa
 

Child Development: Teacher
Nabateh Ahmed

Karen Diaz-Duran
Eman Al Sarari 

Munirah Gaifah Alatualiu
Ayman Badr

Nassima Bosli 
Aziza Brumfield

Mirsa Flores Pablo
Thamilini Kamalraj
Tony K. Lashley

Xiaohua Liu
Monica Y. Lopez de Lazcon

Maria Mejia 
Tuonis Yahya Mohamed

Keyla Monroy
Sajeda Morshed

Daisy Diana Paredes
Mayra Perez
Hayat Saad 



Jiamin Sun
Oanh Thi Trinh 
Yuanyuan Wang

Christina Erica Williams
Brittany Wright
Xueyou Yang

 
Clinical Medical Assisting

May Catalan Gapunuan
Cristhel Lanuza-Beltran

Leslie Mora-Posoz 
Evelyn Chavez

Elise Marie Rivera 
Angeles Guadalupe Rodriguez

Buenrostro
Husn K. Saleh

Amariyanna Renee Sharp
 

Community Social Services:
Substance Abuse

Karen Cage 
Toni Linda Cobbs-Triplett

Anewmay Ajanique Douglas
Matthew Grisso

 
Conservation & Resource

Management
Kyle Patrick Bloomster

 
Dietary Manager

Heidi Coleen DiPippo
Yesim Erim Goktekin

Richard Cyril Hernandez
Catherine Monique Kwong

Chong Chang Lim
Ma. Victoria Panaligan

Esther Steele
 

Fire Technology
Jorge Cervantes

 

Histotechnician
Desiree Chiu

Dominique Elizabeth Diaz
Alisa Ramos

 
Infrastructure Security

Mesfin Kebede
Nelson E. Enriquez

Musie Fessahaie Gherzghir
Simon Kudus

Khadeeja Faith Sakho
Roderick Uribe

 
Intermediate Landscape and Parks

Maintenance
Sara Gaucher

 
Intermediate Landscape Design and

Construction
Julia Frances Herring

Julia Herring 
 

Intermediate Landscape Design and
Construction
Troy Horton 

 
Landscape Design and Construction

Troy Horton 
 

Landscape Design and Construction
Specialist

Michele Elaine Lee Michele Elaine
 

Landscape Horticulture
Ilaria Bagnulo

Suzan Tres Lundquist
 

Natural History & Resources
Stacy Carlson 

Molly Anne Powell 
 



Paralegal Studies
Logan M. Bowie

Jose Campos-Salguero
Lorena Ignacia Ford

Rosario M. Harriswatson
Rikki Rene Hopper

Halimat Ibrahim
Idowu Koyejo
Shanice Long

Natalie Marie Mestergazy
Tamara Rosado

Logan Matthew Wendt-Bowie
Damion Walls Franklin 

Michelle Denise Gipson-Cortez
Jessyca Rae John
Marla Rae Maiden 

Cynthia G. Ruiz Robledo
Maria G. Valencia 

Kia Xiong
 

Permaculture Design
Deborah Gould

Troy Horton 
Silvia Noemi Ramos

Corey Sanford
 

Radiologic Science
Maggie Darlyn Aires

Edgar Estrada
Rathdavon Saysombath

 
Transfer Studies: CSU GE Breadth

Adham Motea Alaskari
Samuel Poku Appiah
Guadalupe A. Arcega

Courtney Baker
Verna M. Brown

Gabriel Saint John Browne
Nimrod Jamont Admin Cain Jr.

Tobias Kalea Cochran
Adriana Cruz
Briana Dunn

 

Brenda Escobar
Jasmin Marie Estrada 

Jackeline Fregoso
Tamelah Tenzia Hardley 
Gisell Hernandez Noyola

Giselle Hernandez Noyola
Tina Ho 

Taylor Jaber
Stephanie R. Johnson-Decker

Lauren Lee 
Jacqueline Lowe

Jesus Eduardo Medina-Sanchez
Alexa Moise

Maria Montoya
Maria Elizabeth Montoya 

Linh Ngoc Mai Nguyen
Mark VanMinh Nguyen Jr. 

Sah'Moah R. Parks
Sergio Perez Lopez 

Lizbet Ramirez
Sabrina Sablan

Mayra Atziri Sanchez-Quintana 
Marlene Silva 

Kailey Stallmeyer
Adrian Wycoff

Kia Xiong
Briana Nashell Zinnerman

 
Transfer Studies: IGETC

Aaliyah Berrow 
Marlo S. Ornalas

Dominic Sovin Sykes
 

Urban Agroecology
Monica Chan 
Kerstin Firmin

 
Certificate of Proficiency

 
Accounting
Sophia Liang

 



Administrative Medical Assisting
Buthaina Abdo

Noura Azeb
Myesha Lorraine Landry

Ana Manzanarez Mendoza
Molly Martinez

Hailey Hoang Ngo
Naira Saleh

 
Business: Entrepreneurship

Sabrina Sablan
Burgie Shanya

 
Child Development: Assistant

Teacher
Aseel Abdalwahab
Mezhgan Ahmadi

Munirah Gaifah Alatualiu
Lizveth Alcala

Ghizian Aldabashi
Benhamish Allen

Maria Ignacia Alvarez
Safia Ammar Khodja
Dyana Lydia Arteaga

Vanessa Ayala
Nora Barich-Groshong

Louiza Bellabaci 
Ganga Biswa

Jamuna Biswa 
Alexis Bornacelli
Linda Cacatian
Latoya Carter

Sarah Allison Tom Chan 
Maribeth Chao
Emilia Cuevas

Viet Dinh
Jesse Drees

Naliyah Imara Adia Dulan
Denise Duong
Jessica Duran 

Alicia Featherston
Lauren Fleer 

Anastasia Forte
Kashmere Fritz
Griselda Garcia
Lora J. Geller

Cody Getreuer
Vanessa Yasmin Gil-Perez

Marisela Graciliano
Jasmine Jada Janay Green
Issere A. Grier-Christopher
Kyreanna Tanaa Griffen 

Sandy Guatibonza
Elda Guillen

Yasmin Habib 
Zakia Hachoud 

Sabra Dajae Hanif
Vanessa Hernandez 

Katelyn Hinckley
Shenshen Huang
Yessica Ignacio

Vicki Ivery
Thaon Kay Jackson 

Ning Jiang
Sarah Johnson

Caroline Mariah Kelly 
Hafsah Khan

Yasmin Habib 
Zakia Hachoud 

Sabra Dajae Hanif
Vanessa Hernandez 

Katelyn Hinckley
Shenshen Huang
Yessica Ignacio

Vicki Ivery
Thaon Kay Jackson 

Ning Jiang
Sarah Johnson

Caroline Mariah Kelly
 Hafsah Khan

Nassima Koulougli
Maya Kunz

Yabnely Lara Rodriguez
Angela Ling Chow Lee



Gunyuan Liao
Xiaohua Liu
Greg Lowrie
Qiongli Lu

Shanina Karyl Mask
Bahareh Matinizadeh

Tuonis Yahya Mohamed
Keyla Monroy

Lindsay Murray
Santiago Ortega-Gonzalez

Reina Ramos
Sandra Rayo Cortes

Sandra Yaneth Rayo Cortes 
Melissa Saechao

Heidy Santos
Qiuwen Shen

Fernanda Silva 
Jennifer Smith

Soumeya Taileb
Miriam Elizabeth Tlachi
Mio Tsubata-Gonzalez

Ropesha Turner
Caifeng Yu

Brenda Zamora Orellana
 

Child Development: Infant-Toddler
Specialist
Vicki Ivery

Thaon Kay Jackson 
Sarah Johnson

Thamilini Kamalraj
Fan Liu

Arias Mayra
Olga Dolores Media Zepeda

Sajeda Morshed
Sandra Rayo Cortes

Sandra Yaneth Rayo Cortes 
Qiuwen Shen

Nancy Su
Samia Terkmani

Naw Su Yadanar Win
Qingmian Xue

 

Clinical Medical Assisting
Buthaina Abdo
Baraah Alawdi

Mawidah Alawdi
Marwa Alawid

Sammar A. Algazzali 
Muznah Almohseni
Katherine Ammons

Noura Azeb
Michelle Bailey 

Nhu Anh Bui
Dina Christie 

Carolina Cordero
Lilian Garcia-Tista

Taliyah Antoinette Green
Wafa Homran

Quientosha Jones
Juli Mai

Ana Manzanarez Mendoza
Molly Martinez

Olga Matias Martin 
Veronica Miranda

Ahdaf Moqbel 
Hailey Hoang Ngo

Thuan Nguyen 
Cuc T. Pham 
Thao Pham 

Meseret Redat
Wendy Rivera

Wendy Rivera Moreno
Saydah Ali Saeed

Naira Saleh
Flor A. Soberanis

Alemtsehay Tezazu 
 

Educational Technology: Online
Teaching

Xiaolin Chi 
Jennifer Godzsak
Allen Yulun Tam

 
 



 Emergency Medical Technician I
Jorge Cervantes

 
Family Child Care Provider

Xiaodan Gan
Kyreanna Griffen

Angye Guatibonza
Xiaohua Liu

Jeannette Moore
Sandra Rayo Cortes

Sandra Yaneth Rayo Cortes 
Hayat Saad
Jaimin Sun

Xuan Nha Truong
Tina L. Williams
Brittany Wright
Qingmian Xue

Brenda Zamora Orellana
 

Human Resources Management
Kayla Pelletier

Optical Microscopy
Luis Alvarez

Elizabeth Ann Battle-Kilner
Precious Del Rosario 
Ruben Dario Gonzalez

Gabriela Jasso
Ashley Nicole Jones

Rachel May-Sing Lee
Andrea Julia Lopez

Ana Muniz
Ana Muniz

Guadalupe Muniz Rodriguez
Joy Oluranti Sasere

Maya Jen Stuart 
 

Permaculture Design
Eve Marilyn Wheatley

 
Personal Training

Olga Odnovna De Leon
 

*honors
**high honors

***highest honors



Commencement Committee Members
 

Marie Amboy
Sara Alturk

Tauheeda Anderson
Antonia Andrews
Alejandra Cerda
Dr. Lilia Chavez

Rachel Ellis
Alejandro (Alex) Garcia

Jill Gorman
Dr. Chriss Foster

Montel Floyd
Berenise Herrera

Custodial Department
Department of Marketing, Communication & Public Relations

Doris Hankins
Tachetta Henry
Jason Holloway
Leesa Hogan

Carmen Johnson
Dr. David M. Johnson

Soledad Leung
Max Lueng
Mitra Mofidi

Charlie Morales
Henry Mai

Frances Moy
Dale Nabeta

Kathleen Olbekson Whitmore
Steve Pantell

Nathan Pellegrin
Patricia Ron

Peralta Engineers
Dr. Denise C. Richardson

Marisol Roque-Chaves
Margie Rubio

Merritt College Bookstore
Isela Gonzalez Santana

Lesley Scurry
Joe Sullivan

Ree’sheema Thornton
Birhon Quizhpe
Dr. Lisa Webb



Admissions and Records
Associated Students of Merritt College 

ByNology
Counseling Department

Folger Graphics
Loren Taylor, Councilmember, District 6

Merritt College Bookstore
Merritt College Faculty and Classified Staff

Peralta Board of Trustees 
The Department of Public Information, Communication, and Media

 

Special Thanks 



MERRITT COLLEGE

Since Merritt College opened its doors over 66 years ago, we have provided open access
to excellent instructional programs and comprehensive support services in a diverse,
culturally rich, caring and supportive learning environment.

Merritt’s quality education provides opportunities for lifelong learning, contributes to the
economic growth of our local communities, and assists students to attain degrees and
certificates, earn credits to transfer, and develop skills necessary to compete in our global
society.

Apply and Enroll now at www.merritt.edu.
12500 Campus Drive . Oakland, CA 94619 . (510) 531-4911

Enroll now! 

START YOUR FUTURE NOW!

Berkeley City College

Merritt College 

College of Alameda

Laney College 

www.merritt.edu/register-now-enroll-now

http://www.merritt.edu/register-now-enroll-now
http://www.merritt.edu


MERRITT.EDU

 

MERRITT COLLEGE
We Change Lives!


