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CREDIT FOR MILITARY EXPERIENCE

Recommendations of the American Council on Education 
are considered in allowing credit for military experience or 
for courses taken during military service. Veterans must 
submit to the Admissions and Records Office discharge 
and other official papers verifying courses completed. 
These units of credit will be applied toward elective units 
and will not be counted toward the student’s Associate 
Degree General Education or Major requirements.

Veterans requesting credit for military experience or 
courses taken during military service may receive six (6) 
elective units toward their Associate degree. All veterans 
not enrolled in the veterans program and who have 
completed 12 semester units may obtain military credit 
by providing a copy of their discharge papers (DD-214) 
to the Admissions and Records Office on campus. A DD-
214 may also be used to satisfy the requirements of CSU 
GE Area E.

CREDIT FROM OTHER INSTITUTIONS

The Peralta Colleges accept credit for all lower-division, 
degree-applicable courses completed at other collegiate 
institutions that have been accredited by a regional 
accrediting body. Consult a counselor for a preliminary 
evaluation of course equivalents.

CREDIT FOR EXTERNAL EXAMS

COLLEGE CREDIT FOR: 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) TESTS, 
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB), 
AND THE COLLEGE-LEVEL EXAMINATION 
PROGRAM (CLEP)

GENERAL GUIDELINES

In order to receive credit for either AP, IB, or CLEP:
•	 You must be enrolled in the Peralta Community 

College District to apply for such credit;
•	 You are not required to have completed any specific 

number of units in the Peralta Community College 
District prior to applying for such credit;

•	 You may use units earned through any of these exams 
to meet Certificate and Associate Degree requirements 
(to see the unit values awarded by the Peralta District 
for any of these exams, please see the charts that 
follow each section);

•	 You may not use units from these exams to satisfy 
financial aid, veterans, or EOPS eligibility criteria;

•	 You may not use units from these exams to satisfy the 
12-unit residency requirement at any of the Peralta 
Community College District’s four colleges;

•	 If you have earned credit from an AP, IB, or CLEP 
exam, you should not enroll in a comparable college 
course because credit will not be granted for both the 
exam and the course.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT TESTS

You will be granted credit for College Entrance 
Examination Board (CEEB) Advanced Placement (AP) 
tests with scores of 3, 4, 5 (see the AP chart which follows) 
in specific subject areas for certificates, Associate Degrees, 
CSU General Education Breadth certification and IGETC 
certification.

The unit/credit value granted for a college certificate or 
Associate Degree may vary from the unit/credit value 
given by a UC or a CSU.

You may use units earned by AP examinations toward 
CSU, General Education Breadth Certification, (partial 
or full), according to the CSU approved list below and 
you may use units earned by AP examinations to meet 
Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum 
(IGETC) as per the approved list below. Each AP exam 
may be applied to one IGETC area as satisfying one course 
requirement, with the exception of Language Other Than 
English (LOTE).

There is no equivalent AP exam for IGETC Area 1B or 
CSU GE Breadth Area A3, Critical Thinking/Composition. 
There is no equivalent AP exam for IGETC Area 1C or CSU 
GE Breadth Area A1, Oral Communication.

If you have passed more than one AP exam in Calculus, 
only one exam may be used for credit/unit purposes for 
a certificate, Associate Degree, CSU GE certification, and 
IGETC certification.

Some four-year institutions (e.g., out-of-state, independent) 
may not accept AP credit.

Actual transfer credit awarded for admission is determined 
by the CSU and UC. Individual CSU and UC campuses 
continue to determine the applicability and quantity of 
AP credits granted toward major or baccalaureate degree 
requirements.

In some areas, CSU grants additional units for elective 
credit toward eligibility for admission. The CSU campus 
to which you transfer determines the total number of units 
to be awarded for successful completion of Advanced 

Placement examination(s) and how the exam scores may 
apply to other graduation requirements.

For IGETC certification, AP exams in Biology, Chemistry, 
or Physics B allow a community college to apply 4 
semester or 5 quarter units to IGETC certification (as 
noted in the chart below).  For Environmental Science, 
Physics C: Mechanics and Physics C: Electricity. 
Magnetism, 3 semester or 4 quarter units are applied for 
IGETC certification (as noted below); therefore, students 
who have completed these exams will be required to 
complete at least 4 semester or 5 quarter units to satisfy 
the minimum required units for Area 5.

For CSU GE certification, if you pass more than one AP 
exam in Physics, only four units of credit may be applied 
to the certification.

The University of California Advanced Placement 
Policy can be found at their website: http://www.
universityofcalifornia.edu/educators/counselors/
adminfo/freshman/advising/credit/aptest.html

The California State University Advanced Placement 
Policy can be found at their website: http://www.calstate.
edu/app/general_education.shtml

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROCEDURES

If you wish to apply for AP credit having received a score 
of 3, 4, 5 on any of the exams listed below, you should:
1.	 Obtain a “Petition for Advanced Placement 

Examination Credit” from the Admissions and 
Records Office;

2.	 Attach official copies of AP score reports from 
the College Board or an official copy of your high 
school transcript (if it reports Advanced Placement 
Examinations); and

3.	 Take the completed petition and supporting 
documentation to a counselor for review;

4.	 If you wish to receive credit for an AP examination 
not on this list, you should obtain a petition from 
the Admissions and Records Office and submit it to 
the Vice President of Instruction, who will evaluate 
requests on a case-by-case basis.
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AP Exam PCCD Course1 PCCD 

GE Area 

PCCD 

Units 

CSU GE Area 

and/or A.I. 

CSU 

Units 

IGETC 

Area 

IGETC 

Units 

Art History ART 1 or 4 3 3 C1 or C2 3 3A or 3B 3 

Biology BIOL 10 1 4 B2 and B3 4 5B w/lab 4 

Chemistry CHEM 30A 1 4 B1 and B3 4 5A w/lab 4 

Chinese Language/Culture CHIN 1 or 30A 3 5 C2 3 3B and 6A 3 

Computer Science A N/A 4c 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Economics: Macro ECON 1 2 3 D2 3 4B 3 

Economics: Micro ECON 2 2 3 D2 3 4B 3 

English Language ENGL 1A 4a or 4d 4 A2 3 1A 3 

English Literature ENGL 1A & 1B 3 and 4d 8 A2 and C2 6 1A or 3B 3 

Environmental Science N/A 1 3 B1 and B3 4 5A w/Lab 3 

French Language FREN 1A 3 5 C2 3 3B and 6A 3 

German Language GERM 1A 3 5 C2 3 3B and 6A 3 

Government/Politics: 

Comparative 

POSCI 2 2 3 D8 3 4H 3 

Government/Politics: U.S. POSCI 1 2 3 D8 + US 2 3 4H + (US 2) 3 

History: European HIST 2A or 2B 2 3 C2 or D6 3 3B or 4F 3 

History: U.S. HIST 7A or 7B 2 3 C2 or D6 + US 1 3 3B or 4F + (US 1) 3 

History: World HIST 3 2 3 C2 or D6 3 3B or 4F 3 

Human Geography GEOG 2 2 3 D5 3 4E 3 

Japanese Language/Culture JAPAN 1A 3 5 C2 3 3B and 6A 3 

Latin: Vergil N/A 3 3 C2 3 3B and 6A 3 

Mathematics: Calculus AB MATH 3A 4b 5 B4 3 2A 3 

Mathematics: Calculus BC MATH 3A or 3B 4b 5 B4 3 2A 3 

Mathematics: Calculus BC/ 

AB Subscore 

MATH 3A 4b 5 B4 3 2A 3 

Mathematics: Statistics MATH 13 4b 4 B4 3 2A 3 

Physics B PHYS 2A 1 5 B1 and B3 4 5A w/Lab 4 

Physics C: Electricity/ 

Magnetism 

PHYS 4B 1 5 B1 and B3 4 5A w/Lab 3 

Physics C: Mechanics PHYS 4A 1 5 B1 and B3 4 5A w/Lab 3 

Psychology PSYCH 1A 2 3 D9 3 4I 3 

Spanish Language SPAN 1A 3 5 C2 3 3B and 6A 3 

Spanish Literature N/A 3 3 C2 3 3B and 6A 3 

1The Peralta Community College District (PCCD) course associated with the Advanced Placement examination. These courses will only be used 

to establish PCCD prerequisites and/or course equivalencies. Please see a Counselor for specific information. 
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
EXAMINATION PROGRAM

The Peralta Community College District may award 
International Baccalaureate Examination (IB) credit 
toward a Certificate or Associate Degree, or for CSU GE 
or IGETC transfer certification to those who attain an 
appropriate score on Higher Level (HL) Exams.  If you are 
intending to transfer to a four-year institution, you should 
consult with a counselor or the individual institution 
regarding its IB credit policy for major course work.

A score of 5, 6, or 7 on Higher Level exams is required 
to grant credit for IGETC and CSU GE Breadth 
certification (exception: a score of 4 on the following 
IB subjects is considered a passing score for CSU GE 
Breath certification: Language A1 HL, Language A2 HL, 
Language B HL, Mathematics HL, and Theatre HL). An 
acceptable IB score for IGETC or CSU GE Breadth equates 
to either 3 semester or 4 quarter units for certification 
purposes.

If you have earned credit from an IB exam, you should 
not enroll in a comparable college course because credit 
will not be granted for both.  (CSU may grant additional 
units for eligibility for admission.)
If you wish to apply for IB credit, you should:
1.	 Obtain a “Petition for International Baccalaureate 

Examination Credit” from the Admissions and 
Records Office;

2.	 Attach an official IB transcript;
3.	 Take the completed petition and supporting 

documentation to a counselor for review.

COLLEGE-LEVEL EXAMINATION 
PROGRAM (CLEP)

The following CLEP examinations can be used for credit 
toward a Certificate, Associate Degree, or CSU GE Breadth 
certification. CLEP exams cannot be used for IGETC 
certification.  You must have achieved at least a score of 
50 on any of the following exams with the exception of 
a score of 59 on French Level II, 60 on German level II, 
and 63 on Spanish level II.

If you have earned credit from a CLEP exam, you should 
not enroll in a comparable college course because credit 
will not be granted for both.

CSU may grant additional units for elective credit toward 
eligibility for admission.  Also, there are some CLEP exams 
not listed below for which CSU may grant elective credit.  
Please check with the CSU to which you plan to transfer.

If you wish to apply for CLEP credit, you should:
1.	 Obtain a “Petition for CLEP Credit” from the 

Admissions and Records Office;
2.	 Attach official copies of CLEP score reports from the 

College Board; 
3.	 Take the completed petition and supporting 

documentation to a counselor for review.
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IB Exam PCCD GE 

Area 

PCCD GE 

Units 

CSU GE 

Area 

CSU GE 

Units 

IGETC Area IGETC 

Units 

Biology HL 1 3 B2 3 5B w/o lab 3 

Chemistry HL 1 3 B1 3 5A w/o lab 3 

Economics HL 2 3 D2 3 4B 3 

Geography HL 2 3 D5 3 4E 3 

History HL (any region) 2 3 C2 or D6 3 3B or 4F 3 

Language A1 HL (any language, 

except English) 

3 3 C2 3 3B and 6A 3 

Language A2 HL (any language, 

except English) 

3 3 C2 3 3B and 6A 3 

Language A1 HL (any language) 3 3 C2 3 3B 3 

Language A2 HL (any language) 3 3 C2 3 3B 3 

Language B HL (any language) 3 3 N/A 0 6A 3 

Mathematics HL 4b 3 B4 3 2A 3 

Physics HL 1 3 B1 3 5A w/o lab 3 

Psychology HL 2 3 D9 3 4I 3 

Theatre HL 3 3 C1 3 3A 3 

 
CLEP Exam PCCD GE Area PCCD GE 

Units 
Units for  
CSU GE 

CSU GE Area and/or 
American Institutions 

American Government 2 3 3 D8 
American Literature 3 3 3 C2 
Analyzing and Interpreting Literature 3 3 3 C2 
Biology 1 3 3 B2 
Calculus 4b 5 3 B4 
Chemistry 1 3 3 B1 
College Algebra 4b 3 3 B4 
College Algebra - Trigonometry 4b 3 3 B4 
English Literature 3 3 3 C2 
French Level II 3 3 3 C2 
German Level II 3 3 3 C2 
History, United States I 2 3 3 D6+US-1 
History, United States II 2 3 3 D6+US-1 
Human Growth and Development 2 3 3 E 
Humanities 3 3 3 C2 
Information Systems and Computer 
Applications 

4c 1 0 N/A 

Introductory Psychology 2 3 3 D9 
Introductory Sociology 2 3 3 D0 
Natural Sciences 1 3 3 B1 or B2 
Pre-Calculus 4b 4 3 B4 
Principles of Macroeconomics 2 3 3 D2 
Principles of Microeconomics 2 3 3 D2 
Spanish Level II 3 3 3 C2 
Trigonometry 4b 3 3 B4 
Western Civilization I 2 3 3 C2 or D6 
Western Civilization II 2 3 3 D6 
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