
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Nia Hill (continued from page 2)  
Nia works wonderfully with students, helping to 
create a bridge to their goals. "Our students have a 
range of backgrounds, ethnicities and experiences. 
There are retirees, backyard gardeners, 
newbies, community gardeners, teachers ,  
permies,  landscape designers, artists, 
landscapers, arborists, and more. I love sharing 
what I’ve learned to help 

 nursery management 
and life itself. Additionally, I am thankful to serve as 
a role model for all who come to our department, 
particularly people of color." 
 
Nia finds her biggest challenge to be trying to get 

 
Because this is a labor of love, she often works at 
home on her inventory database, creating signage, 
and more. She’d love ten additional hours to 
complete more nursery work onsite. 
 
Nia is always working to improve the department’s 
growing houses and to ensure that the  
greenhouses, lath house and nursery are the best 
possible learning environment for students, and 
that there is ease of access to the facilities. 
 
Nia’s long-range goal is to start a small nursery to 
help fund her non-profit (which provides food for 
those in need, and helps people learn to garden, 

 
Landscape Horticulture Department is not just a 
stepping stone towards that goal, but is a 
springboard with the sky as the limit!”	
 
To contact Nia: nhill@peralta.edu 
 
 

 

Merritt hosted an open forum with Chancellor Jowel C. 
Laguerregave a 45 minute presentation that touched on 

 
appointments as moves to address these problems and 

 
delineations of responsibility. Laguerre acknowledged 
the need to maximize use of what many of us have felt 
is one of our most underused resources- institutional 

 
administrative moves were in an effort to fully utilize our 
existing knowledge base.  

 
 

 
classified advancement and professional development 
toward advancement, and by My Williams on behalf of 
students looking to employment advancement within 
Peralta. Williams cited the need for mirror programs 
to  that  of federal  work study opportunities— while 
FWS programs are firmly in place,  is a need for 
greater innovation, support, and 
programs to assist non-financial aid qualifying students 

 
employment is the result of Merritt’s own pilot program 

 of 
Dr. Lilia Chavez in the development and support of this 
program. See next issue for more information on these 
opportunities!  

The chancellor’s decisions and the way our dollars are 
spent do remain a concern to many. There will be other 
forums and Peralta Board of Trustees meetings (usually 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month) which feature 

 
so many roadblocks while trying to enroll and so could 
easily still not be an active student in the system)…  
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4CS Conference (continued from page 1) 

Besides hobnobbing with our fellow classified professionals from across Northern California 
and consuming a delicious lunch, those present raptly listened while taking serious notes 
during presentations and discussions on fundraising, leadership, student equity, and drafting 
and putting forward resolutions. Focus of latter was on Merced College’s Classified  Senate’s 
resolution to update the terminology used when referencing college employees from 
“classified staff’ to ‘classified professionials’. One little word, but there is power in language! 
The Merritt Classified Senate encourages all to adopt this terminology.  
It was inspiring to be amongst so many classified professionals who are willing to go that 
distance for students. Who knows?- the next gathering of the senates could be hosted right 
here at Merritt College. Watch this space! 

… Open Forum continues on page 4 
*Anders Vidstrand remains on academic leave	



but send in your stuff and we’ll publish it next issue! 

Share your tips & tricks here! Share your how-to 
knowledge, tools for dealing with touchy people 
and situations, operations advice- anything that 

could help 
 work 

 Send in 
your tips (as 

, 

what-nots- for The 
Voice to: mer-lanht@peralta.edu Don’t 

presume “Oh, everyone knows that”- you’d be 
surprised. I’ll kick off this initial column with this 
nerdy tip: Save time! Remember where you are! 
You can 

 Don’t rely on that ‘back’ button while 
browsing,  

 won’t work in PROMT, but will work in 
epafs). 

hold the wheel down on your wheel 
mouse while hovering and the link will open in a 
new tab. No wheel? You can (usually) right click 
and choose “open in a new tab” or “open in a new 
window”. 

 Mac- hold down ‘control’ while 
clicking, the menu appears. On others, there is a 
way but it depends on your device and your 
keyboard. Consult the 

 consult me and hope I 
don’t steer you wrong!  
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Puzzle	answer:	

Fall 2016 Degree/Certificate 
Petition Deadline is  
October 21, 2016 

														THE SUGGESTION BAG? THE LETTER BIN? Pizza	Fork	for	Sale:	As	seen	on	
TV!	Don’t	miss	this	bargain.	You	

need	send	no	money	now.	

bigfork@donotreply.com.	

attention of the chancellor and those board members
administrators present at the Sept. 13th meeting. 

Speaker (first name unknown) Davis outlined the troubles 
and trials of getting enrolled in the Peralta system and 

. The infamy of Passport pains have been known 
 

this speaker
 sightline 

 outreach 
 

continuous improvement of that experience just could 
 

managed to get here. 

Will the district restructuring and recent appointments 
 
 

? 
Stay tuned here, dust off your megaphone, have your 
say and bend some ears, listen and see what you hear.  
 
Tell us what you’re thinking: mer-lanht@peralta.edu 


